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Our Vision
We aspire to be a community living life in all its fullness. We share, care, learn and love with God, valuing the dignity and respect of all humanity and creation. Through the power of the Holy Spirit Jesus’ Kingdom comes and everyone can flourish together.

Our Mission
‘Sharing, caring, learning and loving with God.’

Our Values

Friendship, Perseverance, Dignity and Respect, Trust, Thankfulness, Humility, Responsibility, Compassion, Peace, Courage, Forgiveness, Generosity

Our 6 Key ideals that underpin our vision

	
	
Uphold the Values of God

	

	Nurture Creativity, Encourage Curiosity
	Learning Together,
Flourishing Together
	
Connecting Communities

	
	
Stimulating
Surroundings

	

	
	
One 
Message 

	


Understanding our vision
Our 6 key ideals were created through the input of all stakeholders as being important factors in what we want from our school every day.

‘We aspire to be a community living life in all its fullness’ (John 10:10) Church of England vision for Education

‘Sharing, Caring, Learning and Loving with God’ (School’s mission statement)

‘Valuing the dignity and respect of all humanity and all creation’ (Reference to Jonah and the Whale and the Church of England vision)

 ‘Through the power of the Holy Spirit’ (The importance of the Holy trinity and that we can’t do it alone. We must work together.)

‘Jesus’ kingdom comes.’  (Themed verse, Lord ’s Prayer and the goal of the school for us to create a peaceful and successful kingdom)

Flourish: Achievement

Together: Community 

Religious Education (RE) is not a National Curriculum subject but must be taught to all pupils as part of the Basic Curriculum.   As a Church of England (VC) school we aim to provide a religious education curriculum which gives status to Christianity but also promotes respect, understanding and tolerance of the multi-religious and multi-secular world in which we live. 

We do this by providing a rich and varied religious education curriculum, enabling learners to acquire a thorough knowledge and understanding of the Christian faith through the Understanding Christianity resource, together with a wide range of opportunities for learners to understand and to make links between the beliefs, practices and value systems of religious and non-religious worldviews. Our school overview has been devised utilising a selection of syllabus, offering an enquiry-based approach that engages with, for example the biblical text, and helps develop religious and theological literacy. Links with the Christian values of the school, spiritual, moral, social and cultural development, British values and global citizenship are intrinsic to the RE curriculum and should have a significant impact on learners. 

RE is afforded a high profile within the curriculum. Learners are inspired by the subject and develop a wide range of higher-level skills, such as enquiry, analysis, interpretation, evaluation and reflection to deepen their understanding of Christianity and a broad range of religious and secular worldviews. 

The effectiveness of denominational education in Church of England schools is evaluated during the statutory section 48 (SIAMS) inspection. A judgement on standards in teaching and learning in RE is included in the SIAMS report. 

At St. Mary’s we believe that RE should enhance the school’s Christian character. As a Church School, we have a duty and responsibility, therefore, to educate children in the understanding of the Christian faith and its values. Part of our Christian commitment is that we also promote understanding and respect for other religions.  Judaism is taught alongside Christianity in Key Stage 1 classes and other religions as part of reference during worship when comparing and contrasting beliefs and practice to Christianity. We enjoy regular contacts with the Christian community, its clergy and churches, as well as representatives from the Diocese of St Albans. We invite the Bishop of St Alban’s to important events happening within the school.

It is not the practice of this school to preach to or convert the children. The faith background of both the staff and child’s family is respected at all times. Parents have a right to withdraw their children from religious education (RE). If a parent asks for their child to be wholly or partly excused from attending any RE the school must comply unless the request is withdrawn.  

Values and aims 

We believe at this school that RE both supports and strengthens what we aim to do in every aspect of school life. Our caring ethos and the value which we place on the development of the whole child; spiritually, morally, socially, culturally and intellectually is reflected in the RE curriculum. The aim of R.E. is to contribute educationally to the development of pupils as an individual and members of society by fostering a reflective approach to life in the context of a growing understanding of the experiences, attitudes, beliefs and religious practices. 



The teaching of RE engages with the different aspects of religion including theology, human and social sciences and philosophy.  
Specifically, RE at our school aims to enable pupils of whatever ability and level of development to: 
1. Engage with an enquiry-based curriculum to understand Christianity as a diverse living faith that influences the lives of people worldwide and as the religion that has most shaped British culture and heritage. 
2. Enable pupils to know and understand about another major world religion and worldview, its impact on society, culture and the wider world. 
3. Begin to explore a range of religious and non-religious worldviews and the diversity that exists within those worldviews.
4. To contribute to the development of pupils’ own spiritual/philosophical conviction, exploring and enriching their own beliefs and values by: 
a. developing awareness of the fundamental questions of life arising from human experiences, and how religious beliefs and practices can relate to them; 
b. responding to the fundamental questions of life in the light of their experience and with reference to religious beliefs and practices; 
c. reflecting on their own beliefs, values and experiences in light of their study; 
d. develop and start to articulate their personal worldviews and engage in meaningful and respectful discussions; 
5. recognise the right of people to hold different beliefs within an ethnically and socially diverse society, including their own school and local community. 
6. engage with knowledge and develop skills to learn about and interpret religion.

Community Cohesion 

R.E. makes an important contribution to a school’s duty to promote community cohesion. It provides a key context to develop young people’s understanding and appreciation of diversity, to promote shared values and to challenge racism and discrimination. Effective R.E. will promote community cohesion at each of the four levels outlined in DCSF guidance. 

The school community – RE provides a positive context within which the diversity of cultures, beliefs and values can be celebrated and explored. The community within which the school is located – RE provides opportunities to investigate patterns of diversity of religion and belief and forge links with different groups in the local area. 
The UK community – a major focus of RE is the study of diversity of religion and belief in the UK and how this influences national life. 
The global community – RE involves the study of matters of global significance recognising the diversity of religion and belief and its impact on world issues. 

R.E. subject matter gives particular opportunities to promote an ethos of respect for others, challenge stereotypes and build understanding of other cultures and beliefs. This contributes to promoting a positive and inclusive school ethos that champions democratic values and human rights.

Objectives 

Religious Education provokes challenging questions about the ultimate meaning and purpose of life, beliefs about God, the self and the nature of reality, issues of right and wrong and what it means to be human. It challenges pupils to reflect on, consider, analyse, interpret and evaluate issues of truth, belief, faith and ethics and to communicate their responses. Religious Education should encourage  all participants to reflect on their own beliefs, worldviews and values and to acknowledge the complexity, diversity and continuity of other religious and non-religious worldviews being studied.

Learning and Teaching (see curriculum policy for how the curriculum is composed and implemented)

Through the support of a Diocese of St Albans approved resource ‘Understanding Christianity’ pupils seek to develop the knowledge and understanding alongside acquisition of appropriate skills and attitudes. We will strive to develop empathy, evaluation, reflection, questioning, sensitivity and respect. Pupils will enquire into concepts such as key Christian concepts and concepts which are specific to particular religions. Pupils are given an opportunity to experience a ‘cyclical curriculum’ where concepts and beliefs are revisited, but each time building on the knowledge that has already been taught, digging deeper.

They will identify that many concepts are shared by religions and used in the study of religion e.g. God, worship, sacred texts etc. They will understand about concepts which are common to all human experiences for example justice, celebration etc. They will explore key beliefs and practices in Christianity and other world faiths and world views identifying: 
· Beliefs and practices. 
· Sources of wisdom
· Symbols and actions 
· Prayer, worship and reflection 
· Identify and belonging 
· Ultimate questions 
· Human responsibility and values 
· Justice and fairness. 

RE teaching specifically draws on a range of sources such as visitors, the local environment, places of worship, photographs, images, artefacts, written materials, ICT materials, data, video extracts. This includes regular visits to our local church, St Mary the Virgin and visits from local clergy and other organisations.  

The teaching of RE will involve some direct teaching and children will work in a variety of contexts such as whole class, group, paired or individually. A range of teaching styles will be used including enquiry, exploration, discussion, asking and answering questions, artefacts, visits and faith visitors, pupils are actively engaged in learning. 

When teaching RE we often use a key question to direct pupil’ thinking/enquiry about important concepts and use a range of teaching resources and activities to ensure each pupil can inquire into and express their responses to different concepts. We often apply enquiry methods or Philosophy for Children strategies to encourage interrogation of the concepts and full debate about issues raised. We believe good learning and teaching should: 
· Ensure every child succeeds and provide an inclusive education within a culture of high expectations 
· Build on what learners already know ensuring pace and structure so that pupils know what is to be learnt, why and how. 
· Make learning real and memorable through group problem-solving, creativity and enquiry. 
· Make learning challenging and enjoyable so that RE is enjoyed by all. 
· Enrich the learning by building learning skills across the curriculum 
· Promote assessment for learning making pupils partners in their learning. 

Pupils will present their knowledge and understanding in a variety of ways such as through drama, art, models, various writing styles, genre, collage, sketches and ICT. As pupils grow in confidence, they will be encouraged to pose and investigate their own questions about religion and important issues in life. 

Assessing Pupils’ Progress, Recording and Reporting (see school Assessment policy) 

Evidence is gathered about how well individual pupils are learning the curriculum through knowledge of responses in class as well as their learning journals. At the start of a unit, teachers assess prior learning and ensure they are clear on the sequence of learning that children would have previously been taught. At the end of a unit, teachers record whether pupils are learning the curriculum. If pupils are not learning the curriculum, then their barriers are identified and planned into future learning. 
During parents evening, parents are informed of whether their child is learning the curriculum in RE and targets are shared. This is also shared with parents on the end of year report.

Expected Outcomes

Pupil achievement in RE should be comparable to other core subjects. Outcomes are monitored by the Assessment Lead, Subject Leader, SLT and Improvement Partner as part of the school’s ongoing monitoring of standards. The RE leader moderates RE with the Junior school and other settings when possible. 

· adopt an enquiry- based approach as recommended by Ofsted, beginning with the children’s own life experience before moving into learning about and from religion.
· provoke challenging questions about the meaning and purpose of life, beliefs, the self, and issues of right and wrong, commitment and belonging. It develops pupils’ knowledge and understanding of Christianity, other principal religions, and religious traditions that examine these questions, fostering personal reflection and spiritual development.
· encourage pupils to explore their own beliefs (religious or non-religious), in the light of what they learn, as they examine issues of religious belief and faith and how these impact on personal, institutional and social ethics; and to express their responses. 
· enable pupils to build their sense of identity and belonging, which helps them flourish within their communities and as citizens in a diverse society.
· teach pupils to develop respect for others, including people with different faiths and beliefs, and helps to challenge prejudice.
· prompt pupils to consider their responsibilities to themselves and to others, and to explore how they might contribute to their communities and to wider society. It encourages empathy, generosity and compassion.
· develop a sense of awe, wonder and mystery.
· nurture children’s own spiritual development.


Time allocation 

In line with the Church of England Statement of entitlement, we teach 1 hour 15 minutes of RE in Key Stage 1 per week. Time allocation does include visits and RE curriculum days but not school productions related to festivals or collective worship time. In Early Years, RE is taught discretely following the Jigsaw RE curriculum. There are opportunities to further develop their understanding through play in Continuous Provision. 

Planning 

We have used a combination of teaching RE through an integrated and creative themed approach as well as discrete units. The Understanding Christianity resources are used to teach Christian concepts. Christian rites and festivals are also planned using Diocese resources. Judaism units are planned using ‘Jigsaw RE’ scheme of work.
We have chosen to use ‘Understanding Christianity’ for the Christianity elements of our curriculum and ‘Jigsaw RE’ for our other religion (Judaism) elements because it fits with our school vision by being: focused on developing thinking skills and self-reflection, teaching respect for other cultures and religion through sharing of Christian and Jewish practises in different denominations.  Our chosen schemes of work meet the requirements of the Hertfordshire agreed syllabus 2023-2028.  It is a spiral curriculum that revisits concepts at a greater depth with understanding of where this fits within the big story of the bible. In 2024 the Ofsted curriculum report in RE stated that A superficially broad curriculum does not always provide pupils with the depth of knowledge they require for future study. In most cases, where the curriculum tried to cover many religions, like equal slices of a pie, pupils generally remembered very little. In cases where the curriculum prioritised depth of study, pupils learned much more. We have adapted the curriculum to include a greater focus on two religions to provide an ambitious curriculum to allow for opportunities to ‘dig deeper’. There is a focus on vocabulary acquisition to address school wide gaps in this area

The medium term planning identifies opportunities for making links to SMSC, British Values, Christian Values, Global and sustainable elements and outside learning, home-learning and ICT. Opportunities for Assessment for learning, Building Learning Powers and Philosophy for Learning are also identified. For the planning of Christianity the Core Learning is identified - Making Sense of the Text, Understanding the Impact and Making Connections. 

We offer opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their skills and knowledge in each unit, and we ensure that the planned progression built into the scheme of work offers the children an increasing challenge as they move through the school. We recognise the fact that all classes in our school have children of widely differing abilities, and so we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. 


Resources 

A wide variety of resources are maintained in our school and includes a wide variety of Bibles suited to different ages and abilities. There is also an allocated budget for additional resources, which may be required, and for trips. 

SEND Provision
Jigsaw RE is written as a universal core curriculum provision for all children. Inclusivity is part of its philosophy. Teachers will add to the planning to meet the needs of the children in their classes. To support this, many enquiries suggest creative learning activities that allow children to choose the media with which they work and give them scope to work to their full potential. To further help teachers adapt the teaching,  for children in KS1, each enquiry has exemplars for those children working towards the learning objective, at the expected level for this age group and those working beyond the expected level of achievement.  


Cross-Curricular

RE teaching and learning will be the means to many wider cross-curricular themes and dimensions. 

There are clearly very special opportunities to explore multicultural and equal opportunities issues and for consideration of the environment. Moral questions will be raised and pupils will develop a sense of citizenship through many aspects of the explicit RE curriculum. Links will be made with people and communities within the locality. 

Children’s skills in oracy and literacy will be enhanced. Problem-solving, decision-making and interpersonal skills will be developed. 

Leadership and Management 

The RE subject leader monitors and evaluates RE in the school, together with SLT and link governor. The link governor monitors standards in RE regularly. The subject leader actively promotes whole school thematic planning and ensures creative links with other curriculum areas, ensuring a high profile for RE in the school. The subject leader and governing body demonstrate the subject’s comparable status with other core curriculum areas. This includes resourcing and continuing professional development to grow staff expertise. 

Annually, the RE Subject Leader will report to the full governing body meeting on the standards and progress rates in RE across the school. This will be a written report, enabling governing body members to ask questions and clarify where the current strengths and areas for improvement are in RE. 

This policy is reviewed with all staff and Governors to ensure it reflects the values and practice of the school. 

The policy has taken into account the Statement of Entitlement for Religious Education in Church of England Schools and St Albans Diocese work-in-progress policy. 

EYFS 

Pupils in our EYFS follow the EYFS Curriculum and RE is a feature of the “Understanding the World” element of the curriculum. This focuses on providing the children with a broad and balanced knowledge of cultures, family traditions, symbols and practices in worship. Role-play, Godly Play and story-telling form part of the learning experience, together with visits and receiving visitors from other heritage backgrounds and faiths. Pupils are encouraged to bring a special box which reflects themselves and their family which promotes self-esteem and inclusion and engages with all families.  In addition, pupils in the Reception class follow the Jigsaw RE units alongside Understanding Christianity units to provide more explicit learning about Christianity and other world beliefs. 


Training and support for staff
All staff benefit from training in order to enhance their RE delivery skills.  Opportunities are provided for staff to identify individual training needs on a yearly basis and relevant support is provided. 
In addition to this, support for teaching and understanding RE issues is incorporated in our staff INSET programme, drawing on staff expertise and/or a range of external agencies.


Success criteria

The success of the policy will be judged by its manageability and by the interest and enthusiasm of the pupils and the extent to which they are learning the school’s intended curriculum. This will be evaluated by the teachers and monitored by the subject leader.  
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