Minutes of Christian Distinctiveness Working Group
Held on Thursday 21st March 2024
Present: 
Ben Hodsdon (Governor)
Reverend Phillipa Maddox (Vicar)
Kiran Sumal (Community and Living well together leader)
Laura Markiewicz (Courageous Advocacy Leader)
Parents invited to attend (None attended)
Meeting opened at 9.20am following CDWP attendance in worship
1. Apologies – Miss Edey, Miss Moss
2. Minutes from previous meeting  
· Minutes approved and on website
3. Actions from the previous meeting
Pink = achieved
Yellow = In Process
Green = To grow and develop further
· Triad of RE to be set up to quality assure judgements – Connections forming and next half term this will be organised. – Subject leader moderating each class selected pupils – In progress
· Monitoring of Collective worship Yes
· Worship leader to take 6 Acolytes to an excellent church school to evaluate worship impact. Difficulty lies with transport. Link up via teams has been organized. 
· Visits investigated to places of worship. Hebrew congregation coming into school after Easter.
· Laura to contact Ryan parker with regards to courageous advocacy
· SENCO to contact church for support with funds for pupil premium pupils – Food banks have strict rules but anyone can now access the church fund for food. Best before.
· Do you have representations of Jesus that are ethnically accurate as middle eastern, as well as Mary? Taiba to explore with Vicar
· Reverenced, worship lead and music co-ordinator to look at the hymn linkage to values and Bible stories.
· Technical person deployed to set up the laptop and music
· How are you ensuring non Chrisitan families are having their beliefs open? What did the last census show for our area? Is the school representative of that? Some people may not be religious but may be spiritual. Children are being given vocabulary at St May’s to express their spiritual feelings.
· RE leader training to be booked – Contact has been made
· Ben to receive and review impact documents for the next meeting.
· Digging deeper RE training – Contact has been made.
· RE lead and vicar to look at units a ½ term in advance to check subject knowledge of teachers and have opportunities to ask and answer questions. 
· Contact the catholic church to see if someone within the catholic faith can share their practice – Email has been sent.
· Look at the diet Juniors are getting with the faith visits 

1. How is collective worship enabling pupils and adults to flourish spiritually? (Taiba)
Children know the Worship songs very well. A lot of contemporary worship songs are being used eg- The Power of Love. Do children understand the imagery in songs?
St Marys Junior Worship Acolytes have a book that they fill out after worship and Infants do lots of verbal feedback and evaluating. 
Can we include more different ways for children to lead Worship on a Thursday based on worship seen today?
Areas that are already strong In class worships/ KS Worship: Further monitoring to ensure that children are leading these areas effectively across the week in worship to be undertaken by CDWP.
Rev Phillipa will introduce teaspoon prayers where there is a clear structure that children could use to make own prayers (Thank you/ Sorry/ Please)
              - Gain ideas from book Rebecca Nye- Spirituality and Gary Thomas- Sacred Pathways.
- Put out a Staff questionnaire- What do you get from worship? Even if it is the one time in day we can stop or setting a nice tone of the day. 
- Staff questionnaire- which religions/ beliefs do staff follow.
All to sit on chair close to Worship if possible. 

2. How does the school’s theologically rooted Christian vision create an active culture of justice and responsibility? (Laura)
Sharing and caring box has now been implemented during celebration assembly. The impact is that children are more aware in noticing others who are sharing and caring in the school community. The children want to be recognised for this and want to have their name in the box. This is an incentive for them to share, care and love with God. This is culture changing.
Ryan Parker has been contacted regarding Global Neighbours however this is not his particular area.
Contact Christian Aid in regards to further clarification on award.
Letters to Prime Minister have been completed. Advised to send letters as they are. Could a master letter be written combining all the children’s ideas. Maybe quotes included. Put up a display which celebrates how we have been courageous advocates- include samples of children’s letters the Prime Minister.
Idea to create a folder with plastic wallets for each area of award and Teachers to pop in children’s evidence. 

3. Is the religious education effective? Does it meet the statement of entitlement?
-Why are we not also teaching other religions? This is taught across KS1 and KS2. We have 16% Christians, 1% Hindu, 1% Sikh, Non- religious 26%, 0% Jewish.
-Inclusive element. Are we representing the faiths that we have in our school community including staff? Not currently as the diet is mainly Christianity and Judaism. If we believe as a school we need to represent our pupil/ historical racist incident we may need to look at incorporating other faiths as a planned part of the RE curriculum. 

4. SIAMS update – Still waiting
· We are on track to be inspected by the end of this academic year.
· 
5. Next meeting: 23rd May following 9am worship.

A thank you to staff and leaders across the school for their endeavours. 
Meeting closed at 10.45am
















