Minutes of Christian Distinctiveness Working Group
Held on Thursday 8th February 2024
Present: 
Verity Edey (Headteacher)
Reverend  Phillipa Maddox (Vicar
Michelle Moss (Deputy Head/RE lead)
Kiran Sumal (Community and Living well together leader)
Taiba Khan (Worship Leader)
Laura McKiwiecz (Courageous Advocacy Leader)
Nicola Prue (Eco)
Parents invited to attend (None attended)
Meeting opened at 9.20am following CDWP attendance in worship
1. Apologies 
Marian Cowdrey (Governor)

2. Minutes from previous meeting  
· Minutes approved and on website
3. Actions from the previous meeting
Pink = achieved
Yellow = In Process
Green = To grow and develop further
· Values shed to be considered and opportunities for all, big questions. In process. Grant through diocese applied for. Change name to vision. 
· Triad of RE to be set up to quality assure judgements – Connections forming and next half term this will be organised. – Subject leader moderating each class selected pupils
· Monitoring of Collective worship Yes
· Worship leader to take 6 Acolytes to an excellent church school to evaluate worship impact. Difficulty lies with transport. Link up via teams.
· Visits investigated to places of worship.
· Laura to contact Ryan parker with regards to courageous advocacy
· SENCO to contact church for support with funds for pupil premium pupils – Food banks have strict rules but anyone can now access the church fund for food. Best before.
· Do you have representations of Jesus that are ethnically accurate as middle eastern, as well as Mary? This will be further explored with staff
· Reverenced, worship lead and music co-ordinator to look at the hymn linkage to values and Bible stories.
· Technical person deployed to set up the laptop and music
· How are you ensuring non Chrisitan families are having their beliefs open? What did the last census show for our area? Is the school representative of that? Some people may not be religious but may be spiritual. Children are being given vocabulary at St May’s to express their spiritual feelings.

Recent updates across SIAMS strands
4. Update on school’s plans for accreditation at ‘bronze’ level on the Christian Aid ‘Global Neighbor’s Award
· Applied for 5 allotments 
· Local council have re-directed us to Luton airport project 
· Courageous advocates are writing to the head on how projects will support the community
· Leader has met with Ryan Parker to discuss the school’s position
· Children understand others don’t always have a voice and we want to support. We have agents of change now appointed. We are getting parents involved, e.g. singing playgrounds and sharing with parents to empower others. Parents are able to feel part of it through sense of community. The turn out was huge. 
· There are 2 agents of change in both Y2 classes with the aim that they are the messengers
· What impact is any of this having right now? They are aware of what is going on in the world and raising awareness among children and parents now. Agents of change are able to see that they are making a difference and can change the school and then the world!
· Have we got evidence that the children through pupil voice are listened to and they are making a difference? 
· Look through current SIAMS reports to look at what schools are doing in this area and what the impact is.

5. Update on community and living well together

· ‘Valuing all God’s children’ guidance have been looked at to ensure we are addressing anti bullying and homophobic issues. Support around collective worship and preventing pupils from having self-worth diminished. This is going to be shared with staff in a staff meeting.
· This week is children’s mental health week. There are well-being workshops, dance, drama, singing playgrounds to talk about God’s gifts of singing, using voice, enjoy our life and be present.
· We invited an Olympic athlete Paralympian. This Olympian was brought in to link to the value of perseverance. Discussions around Jesus seeing everyone as equal and that regardless of disability, everyone can achieve.
· We have been looking at Christian aid. Pupil parliament are going to present during worship to talk about Christian aid aspects. Pupils will choose which line they want to go down.
· Leader has been looking at liturgical mental health to do some weekly reflections for parents. Linking to our vision, consider how the school is supporting mental health support to families. Consider what we could do to tie in with dignity and respect with our elderly home to support mental health.
· How do we reach out to people who are house bound? Cards through door? Harvest festival offerings could go to house bound. 
· Biblical affirmation cards will be looked into to support mental health.

6. Dignity and respect

· We invited our local nursing home to our nativity which was well received. We are building links for children to go and sing for them in a concert.
· With regards to different families represented, lead is about to start organizing international day to celebrate the diversity within the school.
· With the courageous advocacy we are proposing plans for red nose day.
· Question from member: what is being done to further address racism? Travelling diversity book fair, working with parents, black history, poetry to address issue, dealt with in whole school worships. 
· As part of Read Write Inc, there is a unit on windows and mirrors ensuring books are diverse. 
· Question: What are we doing around dignity and respect to ensure we are respectful to the context of people that we serve? Further work will take place in analyzing the context of the school to fully understand our community and how our vision meets the needs of this community.  Run figures to understand change fully over time.
· Leaders to carry out a study – are children from the local postcode and how far are children travelling from? What other communities are we serving?

7. Progress on the previous SIAMS inspection target of the Spiritual Garden and other areas which promote spirituality.
· The spiritual garden has been visited with the acolytes to evaluate
· Garden has been designed with 5 senses in mind
· We are waiting for the weather to get better to add herbs, flowers etc
· We now have bird feeders. Pupils have been bringing their own items from home to contribute
· We are undertaking prayers in the spiritual garden. Once weather is better, we will undertake worship on Tuesdays in the spiritual garden on rota.
· How do children know what to do to be spiritual in this garden? Class worship is the same in the garden as in doors.
· Expectations are the same in the spiritual garden as in doors.
· Spiritual garden is a time and place for reflections
· Look at Rebecca Nigh’s book on spirituality. What are the different types of expressing spirituality. Teach children different ways that they can be spiritual. Book to be ordered. 
· Book to be ordered ‘Pathways to God’
· In the classrooms everyone has a spiritual area for wishes, wonders, bible stories, 
· Are there opportunities where children can go into the spiritual areas? When finished table work, before breaks and lunches and to respond to struggles e.g. death of a cat
· ‘Sacred pathways’ 9 ways to connect to God by Gary Thomas. 

8. Progress on previous SIAMS inspection target, pupils leading worship 

· All staff are attending worship, including premises staff
· 1:1 pupills are having the same worship in class 
· Observations of worship have taken place of all class worships. 
· Children are enjoying music. There is fidelity to the delivery of worship across the school, in line with the school’s set expectations.
· Hymns and songs are linked to the value of the half term
· PSHE values are also linked with perseverance and additional songs/hymns have been added
· Children are making links to the bible stories with their own personal experiences. Children are relating to the teachings of Jesus with their life experiences.
· Children were chosen in class to lead worship
· Talk partners and assessment for learning is being used effectively within worship
· Children are now also taking ownership of prayers and children inviting other children.
· Some pupils have been writing prayers 
· I wonder ‘big questions’ are being used in each classroom. These are shared in the class at the end of the week
· I wish books are encouraging pupils to share worries and concerns.
· Leader is taking the pupils to the junior school to see worship
· Leader is looking into taking children to different places of worship
· Look at the diet Juniors are getting with the faith visits 
· How other religions follow perseverance as well is being shared.
· How do different Christians worship in different ways? Children need to be taught that Christians may do things differently in the UK or other countries through worship. 
· Contact the catholic church to see if someone within the catholic faith can share their practice
· How as a school are we making a judgement on how worship is transformational for all children? We ask children to reflect on what we have talked about. How is this being evaluated? Children can write on post in notes within the spiritual areas. Leader has noticed a change in calmer behaviour.
· Children have monitored and evaluated the spiritual garden.
· Children are engaging with the process.

9. RE:
· Old testament training from the vicar happened yesterday to support subject knowledge
· RE lead and vicar to look at units a ½ term in advance to check subject knowledge of teachers and have opportunities to ask and answer questions. 
· Tasks more clearly match learning intentions
· AFL training is improving effective assessment in RE

10. Training Schedule Update 
· Vicar delivered – Big story of the Bible’ training for staff yesterday.
· Further training on spirituality
· RE leader training to be booked
· Further training for leaders on impact.
· Digging deeper training for RE teaching.

11. SIAMS update – Still waiting 
· Ask the diocese are we still on track to be inspected this year? 

12. Next meeting: 21st March 9.30am

A thank you to staff and leaders across the school for their endeavours. 
Meeting closed at 10.45am



