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Art Curriculum Intent
Progression of Skills and Knowledge


	Our Vision for Art
Our aim is to provide a high-quality art education that will engage, inspire and challenge all pupils, enabling them to print, draw, paint, sculpt and make collages expressing themselves creatively and imaginatively using a variety of resources including natural resources. Pupils will be able to think critically about famous artwork. They will be able to remember the skills they have previously learnt and develop these skills over time by reviewing and practising them in each term.

	Spirituality Statement for Art
Through art pupils should be empowered to develop their God-given creativity and enjoy “sharing” with others. They will do this by experiencing a sense of “awe and wonder” of nature, famous artwork and each other’s creations.  “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might” Ecclesiastes 9: 10

	Cultural Capital
(Experiences that every child  should have).
· Work collaboratively with an artist 
· See an artist in action, talk to them about their work and ask them questions
· Visit galleries and have opportunities to learn more about the historical and cultural significance of the artwork they encounter 
· Work collaboratively on a large-scale piece 
· Show their work in a school gallery inviting their families to come and see their work
· Experience the process of ‘being’ an artist, working on canvas, using an easel, organising, using and caring for their tools and seeking out new inspiration.

	

	Composite Objectives in Art and  D&T in the Early Years Foundation Stage

Expressive Arts and Design - ELG: Creating with Materials 
Children at the expected level of development will:
 - Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function; 
- Share their creations, explaining the process they have used

ELG: Fine Motor Skills: 
Children at the expected level of development will: 
- Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases; 
- Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paint brushes and cutlery; 
- Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing.
	Composite Objectives in Art in Key Stage 1

By the end of key stage 1 children should be taught to:
· to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products
· to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination
· to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space
· about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work.


	
	Knowledge by end of Reception
	Key Vocab
	Key Questioning
	How

	Art is embedded in line with our Progression of Skills
Art is part of Expressive Arts and Design and develops children’s imagination, creativity and their ability to use media and materials.

By the end of Reception, children have the opportunity to discover methods of creating, including, collage, printing, colour mixing and painting techniques, clay, patterning etc. Adults follow children’s lead and introduce and elaborate these methods.

By the end of Reception, children will look at work by famous artists to inspire them to create their own art work.

	Paint/paint brush
Powder paint
Water colours
Pattern
Colour
Shape
Collage
Stencil
Print
Colour mixing
Primary colours
Secondary colours
Clay
Artist
Draw/sketch
Crayons/pencil crayons
	How would you…?
Can you…?
Can you tell me…?
What does this do…?
What might happen if…?
How does this change when…?
How did you…?
	During adult led sessions

During child initiated, ‘grow time’ indoors or outdoors

Through other areas of learning including shared topics and RE.
Through stories linked to art

Through books linked to art

Looking at work by artists



	
	
	
	




	
	
	

	
	Year 1
	Year 2

	Autumn








	Colour
· To understand that the primary colours are red, yellow and blue.
To know that the primary colours are red, yellow and blue.
To know that the primary colours are special.
We cannot make the primary colours by mixing other paints together.
· To understand we can describe colours as secondary colours, warm and cool colours.
The secondary colours are orange, purple and green.
Some colours are warm, and some are cool. Warm and cool colours create different moods.
Van Gogh painted sunflowers.
· To know that a tint is made by adding white to a colour and a shade is made by adding black to a colour.
        A tint can be made by adding white to a colour and a shade can be made by    adding black to a colour.
The more white you add the lighter the tint. The more black you add the darker the shade.
· To understand that artists use tints and shades of blue to paint water.
Artists can use shades and tints of blue to paint water.
David Hockney painted ‘A Bigger Splash.’
· To study how Monet uses tints and shades and different brush strokes.
To know that Monet painted a variety of seascapes.
To know that a brushstroke is a mark a painter makes with their brush.
To know that Monet used shades and tints of blue and different brush strokes to paint the sea and the sky.
	Colour and Shape
· To understand we can describe colours as primary, secondary, warm and cool.
The primary colours are red, yellow and blue.
Colours can be mixed to make secondary colours which are orange, green and purple.
There are warm and cool colours which can create different moods.
· To know that a tint is made by adding white to a colour.
A tint can be made by adding white to a colour and a shade can be made by adding black to a colour.
The more white you add the lighter the tint.
The more black you add the darker the shade.
· To understand that geometric shapes are shapes that can be named and used in art. 
Geometric shapes are shapes that can be named.
Geometric shapes can be 2D or 3D.
2D geometric shapes include, squares, circles, triangles, rectangles, ovals and diamonds.
· To know that an organic shape is a shape that cannot be named and is often found in nature.
An organic shape unlike a geometric shape, is a shape that cannot be named.
Organic shapes are less regular than geometric shapes and are often seen in nature.
Artists can use organic shapes or geometric shapes to create different styles.
· To know that Calder used organic shapes to make sculptures.
Calder used organic shapes to make his sculptures.
A sculpture is a 3D work of art.
Calder made his sculptures out of sheets of metal suspended from wire which, like mobiles could move in the air.

	
	Key Vocabulary:
Mixing, primary colours, secondary colours, warm/cool colours, tint, shade, brushstroke
	Key Vocabulary:
Primary colours, secondary colours, warm/cool colours, tint, shade, geometric shape, organic shape

	
	Artists
Mondrian, Van Gogh, Bruegel, Hockney, Monet
	Artists
Kandinsky, Monet, Klee, Picasso, Kelly, Calder

	Spring


	Architecture
· To understand that architecture is the art of designing buildings.
Architecture is the art designing buildings.
People who design buildings are called architects.
Design is planning and drawing how a building is going to look.
· To understand that buildings are built for a purpose.
Westminster Abbey is the coronation church.
Saint Paul's cathedral was designed by Christopher Wren and built after the fire of London.
The Houses of Parliament are used by our government to make decisions in. The clock tower is called the Elizabeth tower but is commonly known as Big Ben.
· To know that architects design different features which have different purposes.
Architects design features such as arches, pillars and domes.
Features have different purposes. 
Westminster Abbey has a rose window.
· To be able to describe different features of Southwark Cathedral.
To know that Southwark Cathedral is a church in London.
It has different features like pillars, arches, stained glass windows, a tower and gargoyles.
A gargoyle is a carved face of a person or an animal which acts as a spout to take the water away from a building.
· To know that architects need to think about the purpose of a building when they design it.
Buildings are designed for a purpose.
Architects need to think about the purpose of a building when they design it. 
The Penguin has at London Zoo didn't fit the purpose for which it was designed.
· To know that artists evaluate their work. 
Artists evaluate their work. 
              Evaluating their work makes them better at what they do.


	Portraits and Self portraits
· To understand that a portrait is a picture of a person.
A portrait is a word used to describe a picture of a person.
 Portraits can tell you how someone feels, how they look, their status or personality.
Portraits that artists create of themselves are called ‘self-portraits.’
· To know that artists mix colours to represent different skin tones.
        Artists think carefully about the colour of paints they use in self-portraits.
Artists mix different colours t represent different skin tones.
An artist can use different skin tones to show the light and shade on a face.
· To understand that artists can represent different things through portraits.
The word ‘represent’ means to show what a person is like in a portrait.
Artists represent themselves in self-portraits.
Rembrandt painted many self-portraits in his life which show himself in different ways.
· To understand that artists can represent different things through portraits. 
Artists can represent different things through portraits. 
Gentileschi, who was unusual as a trained woman artist, painted a self-portrait showing herself painting.
 In his portrait of Obama, Wiley uses flowers which have special significance for the ex-president.
· To know that Picasso made cubist portraits.
Picasso's painting style changed over time.
Cubism is a way of painting or drawing where an artist shows more than one view of something in the same picture.
 Picasso made cubist portraits.
· To know that Yiadom-Boakye is a contemporary artist who makes pictures of people.
       To know that Yiadom-Boakye is a contemporary artist who makes pictures 
       of people.
       The people in her pictures are not real, they are drawn from the artists 
        Imagination.
       For this reason, she doesn't call her pictures portraits



	
	Key Vocabulary:
architecture, architect, design, dome, pillar, arch, tower, stained glass window, rose window, gargoyle

	Key Vocabulary:
portraits, self-portrait, facial features, skin tone, represent, cubism


	
	Artists

	Artists
Van Gogh, Yiadom-Boakye, Picasso, Gentileschi, Wiley, Rembrandt

	Summer
.
	Sculpture
· to understand that sculpture is a 3D form of art.
Sculpture is a 3D form of art.
Sculpture can be made out of lots of different materials.
A sculpture can be built up or carved away.
· To know that Degas made a sculpture from wax called Little Dancer Aged Fourteen.
A person who creates sculptures is called a sculptor.
Sculptures can be made from different materials such as wax clay and bronze.
· To know that sculptors make sketches and models to plan their sculptures.
Sculptors use models and sketches to plan their sculptures. A model for a sculpture is called a maquette.
· To understand that sculptures can be made by casting.
Sculptures can be made by casting.
 Casting means to make a sculpture by pouring liquid into a mould. Anthony Gormley made a sculpture called another place by casting 100 people in iron.
· To know that sculptors can add colour to sculptures.
Sculptors can add different colours to their sculptures.
Lots of sculptures are made by casting Brahms. Different colours on the surface of a bronze are called it's patina.
Barbara Hepworth made many different sculptures in bronze with different patina.
· To know that sculptors use different styles.
Sculptors use different styles
Style in art means how a piece of art looks.
Giacometti sometimes sculpted in plaster around a wire armature.
An armature is a frame to build a sculpture on.




	History Painting
· To know that artists have shown myths in art throughout history.
A history painting means paintings that tell stories from myths classical history and the Bible.
A mythological work of art depicts characters or a narrative from mythology.
In Western Europe these paintings are generally from classical mythology.
· To know that a work of art can tell part or the whole of a narrative.
A work of art can tell part or the whole of a narrative.
Angela Kauffman was one of two women to be founding members of the Royal Academy of Art, London.
Kauffman was a history painter and trained by her father.
· To know that Picasso painted many pictures of the Minotaur.
Picasso made many pictures of the Minotaur.
Picasso was Spanish, lived for a long time and drew and painted in many styles.
Artists can show different characteristics of a character by the way they draw.
· To know that an artist can show different characteristics by the way they draw.
An artist can show different characteristics by the way they draw.
When we make colours lighter or darker we call this ‘tone’ to create highlights, shades and mid-tones.
We can use chalk/charcoal to draw lines or blend marks to create tone.
· To know that many artists have shown classical myths in their paintings.
               Many artists have shown classical myths in their paintings.
Antonio del Pollaiuolo painted a picture of Apollo and Daphne.
A collage is a piece of art made from different materials being stuck o a backing sheet.


       


	
	Key Vocabulary
Sculpture, sculptor,  2D art, 3D art, statue, model, sketch,  casting, mould, bronze
	Key Vocabulary:
History painting, myth, mythological painting, classical, narrative, character, setting, Minotaur


	
	Artists
Degas, Gormley, Hepworth
	Artists
Antonio del Pollaiuolo, Picasso


	
Art Curriculum Implementation The St. Mary’s art curriculum has been designed to be both knowledge-rich and coherently sequenced. It builds on the firm foundations laid in EYFS, where children explore media and materials, develop fine motor control, and express themselves creatively through colour, texture, line, and shape. The curriculum enables pupils to build on these early skills and deepen their understanding of art through a carefully structured approach in Key Stage 1.
The Primary Knowledge Curriculum (PKC) for Art introduces children to key artists, techniques, and concepts in a deliberate sequence. Each unit is designed not only to develop technical skills in a range of media—such as drawing, painting, collage, and sculpture—but also to foster children’s ability to talk about and evaluate artwork, including their own. Knowledge of artistic styles, media, and visual elements (such as form, tone, and composition) is built over time, enabling pupils to recognise, respond to, and create art with increasing confidence.
From year to year, and unit to unit, the curriculum ensures children revisit and build upon prior knowledge. For example, children may begin by exploring primary colours and simple mark-making before developing their understanding of colour mixing, tone, and composition. They study significant artists and movements—including Monet, Van Gogh, Kahlo, and Hepworth—learning not only about technique, but also about the cultural and historical contexts in which the art was created.
The St. Mary’s art curriculum encourages children to express themselves imaginatively and to appreciate art as a powerful form of communication. Children are taught to observe closely, think critically, and use subject-specific vocabulary to discuss their ideas and the work of others. Over time, they learn to make connections between their own work and that of established artists, helping them to see themselves as part of a wider creative tradition.
The PKC art curriculum aspires to create visually literate and creative young people, who are confident in using a variety of techniques and materials, and who can engage thoughtfully with art from a range of times and cultures. We adapt the curriculum to meet the needs of our learners through our St. Mary’s implementation approaches e.g. reading widely, talk partners and vocabulary acquisition
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